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September 14, 2007 
7915-161-51-0 
 
Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
PO Box 48343 
Olympia, Washington 98504-8343 
 
ATTN:  Dr. Allyson Brooks 
 
Subject: Cultural Resources Assessment of the South Kirkland Park and Ride Transit 

Oriented Development 
 
 
Dear Dr. Brooks: 
 
King County Metro Transit proposes to design and construct a multi-level parking structure at the 
South Kirkland Park and Ride with 853 parking stalls, 250 more than the existing surface lot 
(Photograph 1). The completed Transit Oriented Development (TOD) project will combine parking 
with housing, office, and other mixed uses at the South Kirkland Park and Ride site. The transit 
component currently under review includes the additional 250 park and ride stalls within the TOD 
complex. 
 
South Kirkland Park and Ride currently operates at capacity (603 stalls) on a daily basis. It is 
anticipated that once tolling begins on the SR 520 corridor, there will be a strong increase in 
demand for parking at this facility. The completed TOD project will combine parking with housing, 
office, and other mixed uses at the South Kirkland Park and Ride site.  
 
This project is funded in part through the Federal Transportation Administration and subject to the 
provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and associated implementing 
regulation 36 CFR 800.  
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Photograph 1. South Kirkland Park and Ride. 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

AMEC Earth and Environmental, Inc. performed a cultural resources survey in support of the new 
South Kirkland Transit Oriented Development (TOD). The South Kirkland Park and Ride is located 
10610 NE 38th Place, at the intersection of 108th Ave NE and NE 38th Pl, on the Kirkland and 
Bellevue City boundaries (Figure 1). The project site is in the northwest half of Section 20, 
Township 25 N, Range 5 E. Construction activities will include excavation for foundations and 
utilities associated with a new multi-story, 853 stall parking garage. The project design, construction 
footprint, and potential impact areas have not been finalized. 
 
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECT  

As the construction footprint and degree of impacts have not been specifically identified, the 
archaeological Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the cultural resources assessment extends to the 
property boundaries of the South Kirkland TOD site (Figure 2). The APE for Historic Properties has 
not been officially defined; however, only one historic building is located in the project vicinity. This 
structure is located within 200 feet of the proposed project area and is the only property that has 
been evaluated as part of this investigation. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Several archaeological surveys have been completed in the vicinity of the project site (Naoi Goetz 
2006, NWAA 2005, Cooper 2005a , Luttrel 2003, Liddle 2000). All of these surveys were completed 
as part of a transportation improvement projects and were primarily linear investigations. 
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Most of the archaeological sites that have been recorded in the area are located to the west, 
along the shoreline of Lake Washington. Only one inland site has been recorded: 45KI0718 is a 
lithic scatter that was documented in 2005 about 3 miles SE of the project area. Eighteen 
artifacts were recoded at this site including a Cascade point and biface tool. This site was 
located near the Kelsey creek drainage (Cooper 2005b). 
 
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 

Archaeology 

An AMEC archaeologist visited the project area on September 10, 2007 to determine the probability 
of impacts to cultural resources resulting from the proposed development. The Park and Ride lot is 
currently paved, which left limited means for identifying archaeological resources; surface surveys 
and subsurface testing could not be done.  
 
The project is located in an upland area above Lake Washington where soil development is shallow 
and underlain by glacial till. Soils at this location are attributed to the Alderwood gravelly loam 
series, which has an upper gravelly sandy loam that extends only 26 inches to the glacial till parent 
material. 1970 King County soil maps (SCS 1973) show the entire Park and Ride site was once 
used as a gravel mine, which suggests that little of the original land surface is now intact. Given the 
site’s landform characteristics, soil type, and past use, it is evident that that the original 
development and grading activities for the current parking facility removed the shallow native soils; 
therefore, the probability of locating archaeological resources within the project site is considered 
low. 
 

Built Environment 

Only one historic building complex is located in the built environment APE for the project. This is an 
historic homestead located on the south side of the TOD site at 10722 Northup Way, Bellevue. It is 
located within 200 feet of the proposed project. The homestead complex is the original Northup 
Dairy and Cherry farm. The farm complex included the main residence, a log cabin, chicken coup, 
water pump house, dairy barns, and a hay barn. The three structures that remain on the property 
today include the residence, barn, and water pump house. King County Property Card 1938 states 
that the house was constructed in 1890; however, assessor’s records indicate a 1900 date of 
construction. The remaining outbuildings were constructed between 1910 and 1915. The 
homestead on this property was originally constructed by the Northup family and it was situated on 
their dairy and cherry farm. Its original front façade faced 108th Avenue NE and was accessed by a 
drive way off NE 38th place, which at that time was called NE Northup Way.  
 
Chain of Title. The land was first patented by James Northup in 1885 (Squires 1967). The farm 
complex included the main residence, a log cabin, chicken coup, water pump house, dairy barns, 
and hay barn. Today the residence, barn, water pump house, and several historic trees are still 
standing. The orchards have been removed and part of the original property now houses the 
Bellevue Community College (BCC) campus. By 1900, tax assessor’s records show Virginia A. 
Elder as the property owner/tax payer. Archival research does not indicate when the Northups sold 
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the property, and information on Virginia Elder was not found. In 1887, Benson Northup, a relative 
of James Northup, moved his family to the Olympic peninsula. It may have been at this time that 
James Benson sold the property to Virginia Elder. 
 
In 1918, Elder sold the property to Jean B. McDill. The McDill family has retained possession ever 
since. Jean B. McDill passed the property on to her daughter, Jean M. McDill, and son-in-law 
Richard Grocock in 1941. The property is currently owned by Chestnut Place Properties LLC, which 
is a trust group managed by the children of Jean M. McDill and Richard Grocock.  
 
Archival review of the King County property cards indicate that the main house was built in 1890 by 
James Northup, but the barns, garage, and animal and cow sheds were all constructed between 
1910 and 1915 while the property was owned by Virginia elder. The kitchen addition on the west 
elevation was also constructed under the ownership of Virginia Elder. 
 
Physical Description. The residence was originally constructed in the American Four Square 
architectural style. It was a two-story home with attic and root cellar (Photograph 2). All of the 
windows were double-hung with wood sashes, surrounds, and lug sills. The original cladding was 
horizontal shiplap siding. The roofline was hipped with boxed eaves and wood shingles. A porch 
with a hipped roof wrapped around the north and east elevations of the lower story. The foundation 
was constructed with brick. By 1913, a kitchen was added to the south elevation. This addition has 
a bay window on the west elevation. 
 

 
Photograph 2. Northup Homestead, 1938. 

 
The residence has not been altered since its last remodel in the late 1940s (Photograph 3 and 4). It 
now has shingle-like vertical channel board cladding, a side gabled upper story that is much smaller 
in mass that the original upper story. The root cellar has been converted to a basement and the 
brick foundation has been replaced with cinder bocks and poured cement. Remnants of the original 
brick foundation remain in some locations. 
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Photograph 3. Northup Homestead, 1965. 

 
 

 
Photograph 4. Northup Homestead, 2007. 

 
 
The barn is located to the south of the residence. It is a rectangular board and batten clad wood 
structure with a front gabled, composition shingled roof on a post-and-beam foundation 
(Photograph 5). It has entries on the east and west elevations and a row of four wood sash 
windows along the south elevation. The barn has been maintained and is in good condition. 
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Photograph 5. Northup barn. 

 
The water pump house has also been maintained in good condition. Although the well is no longer 
in use, the property owners still hold water rights to the well (Photograph 6). The pump house is a 
small front gabled rectangular structure with an asphalt roof, and shingle-like vertical channel board 
cladding. A small wood sash window is situated on the north elevation and a wood door on the east 
elevation.  

 
Photograph 6. Water pump house. 

 
Historic trees that date to the residence’s first construction surround the property including fruit 
trees from the orchards and English chestnuts. The original Northup dairy and cherry sign still 
marks the entrance to the homestead (Photograph 7). 
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Photograph 7. Northup Dairy and Cherry Sign. 

 
Integrity. Interviews with Joanne Lonay, one of the grand children of Jean B. McDill, indicated that 
the original homestead underwent a period of remodel after World War II. The upper story showed 
signs of rot but the economy was depressed, so money for repairs was not available. Mr. McDill 
chose to lower the upper story, removing the attic and changing the wood-framed windows to a 
metal-framed grouping and altering the original roofline from a hipped design to a front-gabled 
roofline. All of these changes occurred prior to 1956 and only a garage has been added to the 
structure since. The McDill-Grocock family has tried to maintain the historic character of the 
homestead since its post-WWII remodel. Window panes have been replaced but the wood sashes 
and original hardware on the surrounds and doors remain intact. 
 
The historic setting of the homestead has changed significantly since its construction and use as 
the Northup Dairy and Cherry. The rural neighborhood has changed to a suburban residential 
setting. It is situated only a few miles north of State Road (SR) 520, amidst commercial and 
residential developments. The orchards that once lay to the south of the property are no longer 
present. The BCC college campus is located here instead. Many of the outbuildings associated with 
the farm are no longer standing. The barn and water pump house still remain and have been 
maintained in good condition. 
 
Significance. Based on historic archival research at the King County Assessors Office and the 
Puget Sound Archives, this homestead complex is eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) under Criteria A of the National Historic Preservation Act. This land was 
originally patented by James Northup, a person who contributed to the original settlement of this 
area (Squires 1967). 
 
James Northup was an early pioneer in the region who played a significant role in eastside 
development. Many locations in the Kirkland area bear the Northup name including Northup 
Landing near Hunts Point, and Northup Way, one of the main connectors in the Kirkland/Bellevue 
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community. In the early 1900s, this area was generally known as the Northup community and 
housed the Northup Post Office (McDonald 2000). Benson Northup, a relative of James, was a 
Seattle City official, school teacher, and printer who published the first directory of frontier Seattle in 
1876 (Cleland 1973).  
 
IMPACTS 

Construction of the parking garage will not affect the historic property directly. Indirect impacts 
associated with the proposed project are minimal. The residential property is surrounded by holly 
hedges and tall trees on the north boundary (Photograph 8). However, along 108th Avenue NE, 
vegetation is sparse because the city has claimed parts of the original Northup property for 
easements to allow for the widening of 108th Ave. The house sits less than 60 feet from the edge of 
this main connector. Currently traffic flows to and from SR 520 via 108th Ave to the Park and Ride. 
Increased capacity at the Park and Ride will increase traffic noise and glare, as will cumulative 
impacts from the proposed SR 520 bridge improvements. 
 

 
Photograph 8. View to the north towards Kirkland Park and Ride from the 

Northup Homestead. 
 
The proposed project will have a minimal impact on the historic property. Construction will occur 
more than 200 feet to the north of the property. As the historic setting of this location has already 
been compromised by community developments, the additional indirect and cumulative impacts will 
not be significant. However, these impacts must be taken in to account by controlling access to the 
Park and Ride. Directing traffic away from NE 38th Place may be a viable mitigation measure.  
 
RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

There are no known archaeological sites within the APE of the South Kirkland Park and Ride TOD. 
The area of the existing Park and Ride lot proposed for the parking garage could not be directly 
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inspected for archaeological resources. However, previous use of the Park and Ride site as a 
gravel mining area and later grading activities associated with the construction of the Park and Ride 
have thoroughly disturbed the ground, all but obliterating any such resources that might have 
existed. 
 
The Northup Homestead is eligible for listing in the NRHP, but there will be no significant direct 
effects to this property. Indirect effects can be mitigated through planning and control of traffic. 
AMEC recommends a finding of “no adverse effect” for the proposed TOD project. 
 
In the event that prehistoric or historic artifacts are encountered during construction, ground-
disturbing activities should be directed away from these materials. In addition, the project foreman 
will contact the Washington State Transportation Archaeologist, Mathew Sterner, to determine how 
the materials should be treated. Common markers of cultural sites include shell fragments, dark-
stained or charcoal-rich sediments, stone tools, metal fragments, bottles, or broken glass.  
 
In the unlikely event that human remains are found during construction activities, all work within 30 
feet of the discovery will cease. The area will be screened off and the project foreman will contact 
the County Medical Examiners Office; the SHPO Transportation Archaeologist, Mathew Sterner; 
and the appropriate Tribal chairpersons. If the medical examiner determines that the burial is Native 
American and is not a recent crime victim, SHPO and the tribal representatives will confer to 
determine an appropriate treatment for the remains.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
Lara C. Rooke, RPA 
Cultural Resources Specialist 
 
 
cc.  Gary Kriedt, King County Metro Transit 
 Lance Peterson, Camp Dresser Mckee, Inc 
 
Attached: Historic Property Inventory Form 
  Property Card 
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Cladding Roof MaterialFoundation

NARRATIVE SECTION
Architect: Unknown

Engineer: Unknown

Date Of Construction: 1890

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: Yes

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Based on historic archival research at the King County Assessors office and the Puget Sound Archives, this homestead complex is eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criteria A of the National Historic Preservation Act.  This land was originally patented by James Northup, a person who contributed to the original settlement 
of this area (Squires 1967).

James Northup was an early pioneer in the region who played a significant role in eastside development.  Many locations in the Kirkland area bear the Northup name including 
Northup Landing near Hunts Point, and Northup Way, one of the main connectors in the Kirkland/Bellevue community.  In the early 1900s this area was generally known as the 
Northup community and housed the Northup post office (McDonald 2000).  Benson Northup, a relative of James was a Seattle City official, school teacher, and printer who 
published the first directory of frontier Seattle in 1876 (Cleland 1973).

Statement of 
Significance

Description of 
Physical 
Appearance

The residence was originally constructed in the American Four Square architectural style.  It was a two story home with attic and root cellar.  All of the windows were double-hung 
with wood sashes, surrounds and lug sills.  The original cladding was horizontal shiplap siding. The roofline was hipped with boxed eaves and wood shingles.  A porch with a 
hipped roof wrapped around the north and east elevations of the lower story.  The foundation was constructed with brick.  By 1913 a kitchen was added to the south elevation.  
This addition has a bay window on the west elevation.

The residence has not been altered since its last remodel in the late 1940s.   It now has shingle-like vertical channel board cladding, a side gabled upper story that is much 
smaller in mass that the original upper story.  The root cellar has been converted to a basement and the brick foundation has been replaced with cinder bocks and poured 
cement.  Remnants of the original brick foundation remain in some locations.

The barn is located to the south of the residence.  It is a rectangular board and batten clad wood structure with a front gabled, composition shingled roof on a post and beam 
foundation.  It has entries on the east and west elevations and a row of four wood sash windows along the south elevation.  The barn has been maintained and is in good 
condition.

The water pump house has also been maintained in good condition. Although the well is no longer in use, the property owners still hold water rights to the well.  The pump house 
is a small front gabled rectangular structure with an asphalt roof, and shingle like vertical channel board cladding.  A small wood sash window is situated on the north elevation 
and a wood door on the east elevation.  

Interviews with Joanne Lonay, one of the grand children of Jean B. McDill, indicated that the original homestead underwent a period of remodel after world war II.  The upper story 
showed signs of rot but  the economy was depressed, so money for repairs was not available.  Mr McDill chose to lower the upper story, removing the attic and changing the 
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wood framed windows to a metal framed grouping and altering the original roofline from a hipped design to a front-gabled roofline.  All of these changes occurred prior to 1956 
and only a garage has been added to the structure since.  The McDill-Grocock family has tried to maintain the historic character of the he homestead since its post WWII 
remodel.  Window panes have been replaced but the wood sashes and original hardware on the surrounds and doors remain intact.

The historic setting of the homestead has changed significantly since its construction and use as the Northup Dairy and Cherry.  The rural neighborhood has changed to a 
suburban residential setting.  It is situated only a few miles north of the SR 520 amidst commercial and residential developments.  The orchards that once lay to the south of the 
property are no longer present.  The BCC college campus is located here instead.  Many of the outbuildings associated with the farm are no longer standing.  The barn and water 
pump house still remain and have been maintained in good condition.

Historic trees that date to the residence’s first construction, surround the property including fruit trees from the orchards and English chestnuts. The original Northup dairy and 
cherry sign still marks the entrance to the homestead.
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